
Project Spotlight: Erickson Plaza

Built for Belonging
FROM UNUSED SPACE TO COMMUNITY PLACE

Erickson Plaza at Ascension Episcopal Church in Stillwater, 
Minnesota, transformed a steep, underutilized area of the 
church property into a welcoming outdoor destination. 
Designed for worship, fellowship, performances, and 
community events, the new plaza creates a functional 
gathering space that extends the church’s ministry be-
yond its walls.

DESIGNED FOR GATHERING

The plaza’s curved terraces create a natural amphitheater 
for worship, performances, celebrations, and community 
events. Accessible walkways connect the different levels, 
while integrated seating and landscaping soften the 
hardscape and create an inviting environment that feels 

Erickson Plaza

MATERIALS THAT BRING IT TOGETHER

Willow Creek Cobblestone in Lakeshore Blend and 
VERSA-LOK Standard in Prairie Tan were selected 
to complement the church’s historic architecture 
and surrounding landscape. Their complementary 
tones and textures create continuity throughout 
the plaza, while providing the durability needed 
for a space designed to welcome worshippers and 
the community for years to come. 
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PROJECT DETAILS

Erickson Plaza PROJECT: 

PROJECT MATERIALS
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BUILT TO OVERCOME THE GRADE

Transforming the inaccessible bluff required a design 
that worked with the site rather than against it. Curved 
VERSA-LOK retaining walls manage significant elevation 
changes while creating usable terraces, and thoughtfully 
placed walkways and stairs connect each level—turning 
challenging terrain into an accessible, functional part of 
the church campus.

“What was once an 
unusable hillside is now 

one of our most
 meaningful 

gathering spaces.”
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